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From the Prez
Kent Williams
Hello URARA,
Thanks to everyone who took the recent member survey. The survey will help the Board of
Directors prioritize how we apply our time and energy, and make sure we are aligning our
activities with member expectations. URARA has traditionally focused on providing a great
symposium, offering field trips for our members to see and experience rock art with likeminded
folks, and where we are able to, actively assist in the protection and conservation of rock art. With
469 members and counting, it can be challenging to provide opportunities that meet member’s
expectations. We will summarize the survey results in a future issue of Vestiges.
Now for the next step: We need volunteers to provide that time and energy so we can continue to
offer opportunities for our membership. In mid-June, we will be providing a questionnaire that will
list specific areas where we need assistance, ranging from helping to run the organization on the
Board of Directors and on the Committees, to pitching in on various activities. Please be on the look
out for that questionnaire and give it your attention and time. – Kent
Bishop, California, Field trip, May, 2022
Wendy Harrell
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Field Trip Committee Update
Wanda Gayle
Field Trip Committee Update
URARA sponsored six field trips this spring that took 40 members out to appreciate rock art in
Utah and California. Thank you to the field trip leaders who put a lot of effort into making these
trips happen.
Thank you also to the field trip participants who make field trips enjoyable and who share their
knowledge and insights. Please note, though, that there is still some confusion about registering
you and a family member for a field trip. Make sure each person your family membership includes
is on the URARA roster and that each person registers separately. Do not register twice with the
same name to include a family member. Your field trip coordinator thanks you for following this
rule and not making her confused.
Also, URARA took 40 members out but 20 more people signed up who then cancelled. That's OK,
but some thought they had cancelled when they actually had not and some left a last-minute email
or phone message that did not get to the trip leader because they were already in the field when
that person sent the message, and a few just didn't show up. Be kind to your field trip leader by
cancelling as promptly as you can so they don't wonder where you are and if you are coming.
The next field trip is to the Range Creek Wildlife Management Area on July 16 and 17. Contact
Aubrey at Carbon County Recreation to register and pay for this event. The number is 435-6363702.
Enjoy your summer! And remember that the URARA summer picnic is August 26 to 27. Steve
Acerson has reserved two locations that have multiple camping sites at the Nine Mile Ranch for use
the nights of the 26th and the 27th or check with the ranch on renting a cabin or room:
https://9mileranch.com. Registration will be set up soon. Seemore details on p. 3.

Virtual ARARA Conference 2022
ARARA
ARARA will be meeting June 17-19, 2022 for this year's virtual conference. Friday June 17 will be
dedicated to separate workshops with separate registrations, while the main conference will occur
on June 18 - 19. As last year, the conference will be professionally live-streamed. The program will
consist of 15-minute PowerPoint papers and 5-minute “virtual” field trips (using video format).
This year our host will be Dr. James D. Keyser. Please join us for a fun, informative, and rock-art
filled weekend. The conference will include a business meeting and an awards ceremony.
Register at https://arara.wildapricot.org/Registration-2022
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Upcoming Range Creek Field Trip
Wanda Gayle
When: July 16 & 17, 2022, 6:45 AM, MDT
Where: Range Creek in the Book Cliffs of Emery County
Meeting place: July 15, 6:45 AM, MDT, 450 South Fairgrounds Way, Price, UT
Trip Leaders: Wanda Gayle and Howard Berkes
Description: Spend two days on a Carbon County Recreation field trip to the Range Creek
Wildlife Management Area. Meet in Price, UT, on July 16 and park your vehicle at the recreation
center, then take a county van to the site. Carbon County provides lunch and dinner the first
day; breakfast and lunch the second day. Participants must camp overnight. The campsite has
portable toilets and fire rings but no other improvements and no water. Carbon County
provides water in coolers and jugs. Walking to most sites is about 300 feet with little elevation
gain. Return to Price via van on July 17 about 5 PM.
Group limit: 20
Cost: $200 per person
COVID: To help protect the health and safety of all members participating in events sponsored
by URARA, the following policy applies: Participants are strongly urged to be vaccinated with a
full course of COVID shots and boosters.
To register: You will not register through URARA. Call Aubrey Kirkwood, Carbon County
Recreation, at 435-636-3702 Monday to Friday between 8:00 AM and 5:00 PM MDT to register.
Pay with a credit card.
For questions: Contact Aubrey Kirkwood, Carbon Country Recreation, at 435-636-3702 Monday
to Friday between 8:00 AM and 5:00 PM MDT or email aubrey.kirkwood@carbon.utah.gov. Or
contact Layne Miller at 435-820-4326 or email at laynem@priceutah.net.
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Nine Mile Canyon Field Trip Report
Layne Miller
Nine Mile Canyon has quickly become one of Utah's most visited
rock art locations because of the attention the Utah Carbon
County Office of Tourism has created, but it remains a place of
intrigue for URARA members. A field trip for URARA on April 30
drew members from across the west to venture into the canyon to
see the rock art and learn its fascinating history. Unlike many
other rock art locations, Nine Mile features a vast array of cliff
inscriptions that begin during the Desert Archaic period, Fremont
era, Ute time period, axle grease inscriptions from the teamsters
that passed through the canyon to other historic time periods as
well. All are easily available for all to see.
About a dozen URARA members left Price early in the morning
and returned late in the afternoon following a day filled with
stories, discussions and good conversation. A visit to Nine Mile
Mile is a different experience now with changes made in the
canyon by the Carbon County tourism department. Site location
signs have been erected identifying about a dozen sites and a GPS-triggered audio travel app has
been created which describes upcoming sites and describes the history and information on about 30
sites in the canyon and along the Nine Mile road leading into the canyon. Despite its notoriety,
Nine Mile is not well understood and its history is still being described.
Photo ID
Coyote Placing the Stars petroglyph
Ute style horse and warrior
Rasmussen Cave elk pictograph photo taken in the 1950s prior to the “no trespassing” graffiti

4 | June 2022

Vestiges

URARA Newsletter

Escalante Area Field Trip Report
Wanda Gayle
The Escalante area field trip group visited two sites in the morning and two in the afternoon of
April 30, with a lot of talk, laughs, and stories woven into a fun day with interesting people. We
found out 12 eyes see more than the usual two, even when looking at sites visited previously. We
also learned that persistence pays off when Don Leavitt spotted two things none of us had seen
before. My favorite was a snake glyph with 13 dips and humps, the same number as the more
famous Solstice Snake (and the number of full moons between solstice events, according to
photographer Dave Manley). Thank you, participants, for joining me on this field trip.

Jennifer Bach, Mark Nelson, Jeff Roberts, Don Leavitt, Howard Berkes, Wanda Gayle
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Grand Gulch Field Trip Report
Bob Huestis
Location
Dates
FT Leader
Land
Management
Contact with
Land Manager
Sites Visited
# No Shows
# Participants
Participants

Notes

Grand Gulch
May 11, 12 2022
Bob Huestis
BLM, Bears Ears NM
Permits issued
Day 1 Collins Canyon South Rincon
Day 2 Collins Canyon, Grand Gulch and North Rincon
Don Leavitt Christine Oravec
9
Carmel Huestis
Roger Cook
Robert Ludke
Sue Ludke
Richard Eagle
Joe Brame
Dennis Roshay
Tami Okubo
Bob Huestis
Day 1: A number of the group members decided to camp at the Collins
Spring trailhead and spend a very windy evening on the rim of the
canyon.
Collins Canyon to South Rincon was a hike to the canyon circling the
Grand Gulch narrows and sheltered our hike from forcasted wind
gusts up to 60 miles per hour on the rim.
Visited 3 sites including the Family pictograph.
Returned via the Grand Gulch Narrows and Collins Canyon 8.5 miles
Day 2: The weather improved dramatically with a slight breeze and
sunny weather in the 60’s. Descended Collins Canyon once again and
then headed north up Grand Gulch to Sweater Man/ Two headed
Anthropomorph panel. Roger Cook suggested the Rincon route and
Joe Brame took along his map which accurately lead us to the Bird and
Wetherill cave pictograph panels. While this added a little more
mileage this strong group of hikers was up to the challenge and not
disappointed. 10.5 miles.
Excellent group, quite knowledgeable.
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Newest Shovel Bums Take to the Field
John McHugh
The newest batch of 5th Graders at Blessed Sacrament School have been enrolled into the ranks of
the Shovel Bums. After classroom meetings involved in learning the rudiments of rock art etiquette,
the importance of protection and conservation, and the sacred status of rock imagery in Native
American culture, the youngest Shovel Bums took their first trip into the field—to the Smith Family
Archeological Preserve (SFAP), south of Saratoga Springs, Utah.
Shovel Bum supervisor,
John McHugh, points out
the “Birthing Stone”
petroglyph, which is pecked
on a rock that directly faces
the vernal equinox sunset.

Students enjoyed utilizing
the SFAP maps provided by
the Preserve’s manager,
Emily Cebrowski, to find
over fifty rock art panels. The
event was a great learning
experience for the kids, and
will segue into stewarding
and cataloging panels a short
distance away for the Bureau
of Land Management; a task that will begin in late June or early July.

The newest Blessed Sacrament School Shovel Bums at the conclusion of their first trip into the
field to view prehistoric Native American rock art.
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Calendar and URARA Events
June 12
June 17
9:00-2:00
June 18-19
July 12
July 16-17

SDRAA on-line presentation Rock imagery of Bears Ears Natl Mon
https://sandiegorockart.org/meetings
ARARA Webinar: Developing Plans For Rock Art Site Management
https://arara.wildapricot.org/event-4762447
ARARA Conference, Virtual only
https://arara.wildapricot.org/Registration-2022
URARA Board Meeting on line, 18:00 MDT

August 26-28

Range Creek Field Trip URARA Sponsored,
Register with Carbon County Recreation, at 435-636-3702
Pecos Conference (tentative) Rowe Mesa, New Mexico
https://www.pecosconference.org/
URARA Summer Picnic, Nine-Mile Ranch

Sep 30 - Oct 3

URARA Symposium and membership meeting, Vernal

August 11-14

URARA field trips are available to members only. Vaccination is strongly encouraged. All members
receive an email notification when a field trip opens for registration. Notifications go out between
45 and 14 days before a trip. You can register for a field trip when you get the notification. If a trip
is full when you try to register, your name is added to a wait list. You will get another notification
if and when someone drops out and you can be added to the trip.
Dixie Archaeological Society (DAS), St George, meets on the second Wednesday of the month,
Saturday field trips once a month. http://www.dixierockart.com/
Southern Nevada Rock Art Association (SNRAA), Las Vegas, meets on the 4th Monday of the
month. http://snraa.org/snraa.org/EVENTS.html
San Diego Rock Art Association (SDRAA) meets at the Kumeyaay Center in Poway every other
month, sometimes on the first Sunday, sometimes not. https://sandiegorockart.org/meetings
Now on-line.
American Rock Art Research Association (ARARA) is hosting on-line events. Free access is
granted to URARA members. Registration at: https://arara.wildapricot.org/Lectures
Utah Public Archaeology Network (UPAN). Calendar of events and monthly newsletter.
https://history.utah.gov/antiquities/upan
Utah Humanities Public Events
https://utahhumanities.org/index.php/component/com_calendar/Itemid,184/component,com_c
alendar/id,2203/view,event/
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URARA Board and Officers
Utah Rock Art Research Association: Box 511324, Salt Lake City, UT 84151-1324.
www.utahrockart.org . Contact information - utahrockartresearchassoc@gmail.com
2022 URARA Board and Officers
Kent Williams, President
Darlene Koerner, Vice President
Carol Duecker, Treasurer
Roger Cook, Secretary
Diana Acerson, Conservation
Wanda Gayle
John McHugh
Rick Matthews
Nina Bowen
Committee Chairs and Appointees
Tribal Liaison
Historian/Archives
Website/Membership
Conservation/Preservation
Documentation
Education
Research
Field Trips
Symposium Chair
Publications Editor
Vestiges Editor
Board Nominations

Carol Patterson
Keith Fessenden
Troy Scotter
Diana Acerson
John McHugh
Darlene Koerner
Wanda Gayle
Darlene Koerner
Dennis DeVore
Ben Everitt
Werner Duecker

URARA Conservation Coordinators
BLM District
Field Office
Coordinator
Coordinator Lead
Diana Acerson
Canyon Counry
Moab
Pam & Quent Baker
Canyon Country Monticello
Werner Duecker, Carol Duecker
Paria River
Kanab
Jeff Frey
Color Country
Cedar City
Gina Hupka
Color Country
St. George
Nina Bowen
Color Country
Richfield
Jeff Roberts
Green River
Vernal
Tim Sweeney, Darlene Koerner
Green River
Price
Layne Miller
West Desert
Fillmore
Steve Acerson
West Desert
Salt Lake
Don & Adele Leavitt
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