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From the Prez, Symposium Live In Vernal 
Kent Williams 
 
Hello URARA:  As you likely are aware, the URARA Board of Directors has been considering how 
to host the 2021 Symposium given the state of the Coronavirus pandemic, whether to hold another 
virtual one, or get together in Vernal as we have been trying to do since for going on two years 
now. In a recent Board meeting, we voted unanimously to hold a live symposium in Vernal, with 
some conditions, which I’ll get to later in this article. We will do our best to accommodate those of 
you who are unable to attend live, but there will be no live Zoom broadcast during symposium. 
Presentations will be pre-recorded and available on the URARA website after symposium. 
 
In the run up to the Board meeting, we conducted a survey of membership to gauge your thoughts 
and feelings on the matter. A big thanks to the 109 of you who responded (25% of 429 active 
members). Your input was a large part of our decision. The response breaks down like this: 
 
How Likely do you think the Coronavirus will be under control by October? 

Very Likely 25.9% 
Somewhat Likely 61.1% 
Not Very Likely 13% 
Not Going to Happen .9%  
 

How Comfortable would you be attending a URARA symposium in October? 
Very Comfortable 41.7% 
Somewhat Comfortable 41.7% 
Not Comfortable 11.1% 
I won’t be attending 5.5% 
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How important would it be that everyone wear a mask? 
Very Important 54.7% 
Somewhat Important 36.8% 
Not Important 8.5% 
 

How important would it be that all symposium attendees provide proof of vaccination? 
Very Important 29.9% 
Important 40.6% 
Not Important 30.2% 
 

How comfortable would you be if full vaccination status is assumed under the honor system? 
Very Comfortable 36.5% 
Somewhat comfortable 41.3% 
Not comfortable 22.1% 

 
Should we take everyone’s temperature at the symposium? 

Yes 41.2% 
No 58.8% 

 
Would you be willing to carpool with others for field trips? 

Yes 65.3% 
No 34.7% 

 
Would you attend a banquet where masks could not be worn? 

Yes 59% 
No 41% 
 

If we can’t have a live symposium in Vernal, would you still be willing to pay the normal 
symposium fee? 

Yes 28.7% 
No 18.8% 
Yes, for a reduced fee 52.5% 

 
We also received a lot of useful comments, and were relieved that most of you do not want to 
endanger the health of rock art anthropomorphs with the Corona Virus.  
 
Conditions for holding a live symposium include following CDC and Utah State Board of Health 
Guidelines. Should those guidelines in October include distancing for indoor events, the space at 
the Vernal venue will easily accommodate us. We will be developing safety messaging for the 
symposium per guidelines. In the event of a severe downturn, we will cancel, and switch to a 
virtual vent. We will keep you posted as plans progress. 
 
Stay healthy, and I hope to see all of you in October.   – Kent 
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2021 Symposium Call for Presentations 
Dennis DeVore 
 
The Symposium Committee announces a Call for Proposals for Presentations for the Utah Rock Art 
Research Association Annual Symposium to be held in Vernal, Utah October 1-4, 2021. 
 
Proposals should have a Title, and Abstract of not more than 200 words. The deadline for proposals 
is July 18, 2021. We ask that everyone submitting proposals honor the deadline so we can finalize 
the program in a timely manner. 
 
Preference will be given to presentations that relate to Utah rock art, particularly those about the 
Vernal area. Presenters will be allowed a maximum of 30 minutes. 
 
New this year is a requirement that presentations be pre-recorded as a Powerpoint slide show with 
narration and submitted as an electronic file prior to Symposium. This will apply to all 
presentations regardless of plans to attend or not attend Symposium. This will enable the Board to 
cancel the live event if conditions warrant, and allows attendees to give live presentations or 
recorded ones as they choose.   
 
Please send abstracts to Dennis DeVore, Presentations Coordinator, preferably via email to 
ddv48@mac.com or by mail to 353 Dakota Circle, Grand Junction, CO 81507.  Consult Dennis for 
Instructions for submitting recordings. 
 
Accepted presenters will receive a $100 Honorarium to help with expenses and free Symposium 
registration. 
 

 
 

https://webmail.xmission.com/imp/dynamic.php?page=message&buid=221174&mailbox=SU5CT1g&token=zKz4RMgTEC8TlTfF1joMnw2&uniq=1619908125253
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Vandalism At Moab’s “Birthing Panel”  
Pamela Baker 
 

  

'This is not an accident': Well-known Moab petroglyph damaged by vandalism                            
East Idaho News 27 April 2021                                                                                

https://www.eastidahonews.com/2021/04/this-is-not-an-accident-well-known-moab-petroglyph-

damaged-by-vandalism/ 

A prehistoric petroglyph panel near Moab was defaced with the words ‘White Power’               
Salt Lake Tribune 28 April 2021 
https://www.sltrib.com/news/environment/2021/04/28/prehistoric-
petroglyph/?utm_source=Salt+Lake+Tribune&utm_campaign=bb9014cae8-
topstories042921&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_dc2415ff28-bb9014cae8-12370333 

Racist Phrase Found Etched on Native American Petroglyphs in Utah Smithsonian 30 April 2021  
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/vandals-deface-native-american-petroglyphs-
utah-racist-phrase-
180977630/?utm_source=smithsoniandaily&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=20210430-daily-
responsive&spMailingID=44899383&spUserID=NzQwNDU0OTIyMTES1&spJobID=1984467444&s
pReportId=MTk4NDQ2NzQ0NAS2responsive&spMailingID=44899383&spUserID=NzQwNDU0O
TIyMTES1&spJobID=1984467444&spReportId=MTk4NDQ2NzQ0NAS2 
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May URARA Zoom Presentation 
Werner Duecker 
 
This month, new URARA member Rick Mathews will present a virtual field trip through the rock 
art in Utah County. Because of travel restrictions imposed during the year of COVID he spent time 
exploring his local area. It was a great way, he says, to get outside, social distance and learn more 
about some of Utah’s earliest inhabitants.  His presentation is scheduled for Thursday, May 20th at 
7:00 PM MDT. Watch your email for registration information. 
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Nine-Mile Canyon Recording Project with Logan 
Simpson 
Kirk Astroth 
 
By nature, I consider myself adventurous, always looking for a new opportunity. So, when the call 
went out from URARA to its members asking for help with recording 168 data points collected by 
URARA members in Carbon, San Pete and Sevier counties, I immediately sent off an email asking 
to be selected. I was ecstatic that I was picked to help with sites in Nine Mile Canyon, one of my 
favorite places for rock imagery.  
 
But the shine started to wear off a bit after staring down an 11-hour drive from Tucson to Price. 
And then the snow started to fall, and I had more second thoughts. Was the weather going to ever 
improve? How would we record in below freezing temperatures and blowing snow? 
 
But all my qualms were immediately eliminated when I met the rest of the team in Price—Josh 
Trammel, Jenny and Ellyse Allen. Despite snow-packed roads and temperatures down to 13 
degrees F, it was a great project to follow up on numerous, lesser-known sites identified by URARA 
members and record the basics now so that the sites are entered into the state database. The SHPO 
office has contracted with Logan Simpson to lead an effort to collect information on these sites, 
information that is more detailed than simple GPS coordinates or photos. However, we did not 
sketch any of the panels or do detailed data recording common in many other projects. The goal 
was to quickly identify and record overall basics for the sites now. 
 

 
Pictograph in Frank’s Canyon 
 

Nine-Mile recording (continued) 
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Our team worked primarily around Cottonwood and Frank’s Canyons. We used iPads loaded with 
a software program called Wildnote. The program was easy to use, and I was responsible for 
completing Part D which identifies the major elements about a panel—number of images, type of 
images (petroglyphs and/or pictographs), size of each panel, extent of re-patination and other 
characteristics. Two types of photos were taken with the iPads—close ups of each panel as well as 
an overall context photo both including a meter stick for size and GPS locational information for the 
future. On the pictographs we recorded, I also used D-Stretch on my phone to show how the 
original images could be enhanced. The archaeologists from Logan Simpson were not familiar with 
this tool, so I got to do some education of my own, and encouraged them to have it loaded onto the 
iPads or at least put on desk tops computers in the offices so that they can use this tool as another 
part of their recording efforts. 
 

 
Josh and Ellyse get closeup photos on a high panel at the mouth of Cottonwood Canyon 
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Nine-Mile recording (continued) 
 
Despite having UTMs for the data points, our task was not easy. In addition to the cold weather, 
some of the data points were difficult to locate. Down in Nine Mile Canyon, it was often hard to get 
the 5 satellite signals on our Trimble GPS unit. In other cases, the UTM data points were quite off 
from the actual site. Fortunately, I have been in Nine Mile Canyon a number of times and knew the 
precise location of some panels, but others were difficult or impossible to find. This problem with  
 
this locational data may be related to what format was used at the time to record the data points 
(plotting, NAD 27, NAD 83, WGS 84). I didn’t know because as a volunteer, I was not privy to the 
actual data point information. But even between us all, it often took some searching to find the 
specific panels we were asked to record. 

 
Over 5 days we 
recorded quite a few 
panels—I lost track 
because we were so 
busy hiking and 
recording that I had 
more important 
things to consider 
than my “bag count.” 
We also identified a 
number of habitation 
sites and Ellyse even 
found an ancient 
corn cob wedged in a 
crack near one of the 
panels. That was a 
true highlight of the 
week. 
 

The important thing was that we accomplished a lot, and I felt privileged to be able to contribute to 
this documentation project. Hopefully, the others who signed up as volunteers for the other 
locations felt a similar sense of accomplishment and pride to preserving the cultural heritage of 
Utah. 
 
During our recording, a number of people arrived to visit the sites and of course were curious 
about who we were and what we were doing. All of them expressed great respect for the rock 
imagery and asked the usual questions: “Who made this?” “What does it mean?” “How old is 
this?” I heard several parents warn their children not to touch the rock images. They understood 
how to visit with respect, unlike the numerous people who have defaced the First Site petroglyph 
panels further up canyon from where we were working. 
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Nine-Mile recording (continued) 
 
I hope the Utah SHPO continues to support this kind of work begun by avocationalists with 
URARA. Preserving our cultural heritage will take the time and energy of everyone—
avocationalists, professionals, Indigenous people, members of the public, and casual observers. 
 

 
Josh and Ellyse completing recording forms  
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Calendar and URARA Events  
 

May 20 URARA Zoom Presentation, 7:00, https://urara.wildapricot.org/ 

Jun 12-13 ARARA Virtual Symposium by Zoom 
https://arara.wildapricot.org/Conference-Info-2021 

July TBA URARA Field Trip Dinwoody, Wyoming 

Aug 5-9 Pecos Conference, Mancos Colorado https://www.pecosconference.org 

Oct 1-4 URARA Symposium, Vernal, Utah 

Oct 13-16  Great Basin Anthropological Conference Las Vegas 
https://greatbasinanthropologicalassociation.org  

 
URARA Field trips have been temporarily suspended for the duration of the epidemic. URARA 
field trips are available to members only.  For information or sign-up, please go to 
https://urara.wildapricot.org/events, or contact Cheryl Ames at cheryl_e_ames@msn.com,              
303-940-2043. Registration will open approximately 45 days prior to the start of the field trip. At 
that time you may register until the set number of participants is filled; then your name will be 
added to the waiting list. 
 
URARA currently offers monthly presentations for members via Zoom .  Don’t forget to check the 
URARA FACEBOOK PAGE once in while. 
 
Southern Nevada Rock Art Association (SNRAA), Las Vegas, meets on the 4th Monday of the 
month.  http://snraa.org/snraa.org/EVENTS.html 
 
Dixie Archaeological Society (DAS), St George, meets on the second Wednesday of the month, 
Saturday field trips once a month.   http://www.dixierockart.com/ 
 
Colorado Archaeological Association, Grand Junction Chapter meets on the second Monday of the 
month.   https://www.meetup.com/CAS-GJ/ 
 
San Diego Rock Art Association (SDRAA) meets at the Kumeyaay Center in Poway every other 
month, sometimes on the first Sunday, sometimes not.    https://sandiegorockart.org/meetings 
Now on-line. 
 
Utah Public Archaeology Network  (UPAN).  Calendar of events and monthly newsletter. 
https://history.utah.gov/antiquities/upan 

 
American Rock Art Research Association  (ARARA)  is hosting on-line events.  URARA members 
can access for free. Registration at:  https://arara.wildapricot.org/Lectures    

 

 

 

 

 

https://urara.wildapricot.org/events
mailto:cheryl_e_ames@msn.com
http://snraa.org/snraa.org/EVENTS.html
http://www.dixierockart.com/
https://www.meetup.com/CAS-GJ/
https://sandiegorockart.org/meetings
https://history.utah.gov/antiquities/upan
https://history.utah.gov/antiquities/upan
https://arara.wildapricot.org/Lectures
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URARA Board and Contacts 
Utah Rock Art Research Association:  Box 511324, Salt Lake City, UT 84151-1324.  www.utahrockart.org . 

 
2020 URARA Board and Officers        Email 
Kent Williams, President         utahrockartresearchassoc@gmail.com 
Connie Bridge, Vice President       5bridges@xmission.com 
Carol Duecker, Treasurer         uraratreasurer@gmail.com 
Nina Bowen, Secretary             ninadbowen@gmail.com 
Troy Scotter, Website Manager       troyscotter@gmail.com 
Leigh Grench              lggrench@yahoo.com 
Darlene Koerner            timdar@ubtanet.com 
Wanda Gayle            wgayle@sisna.com 
John McHugh            jjmchugh72164@comcast.net 
 
Committee Chairs and Appointees   
Tribal Liaison     Carol Patterson     urraca2fly@gmail.com 
Historian/Archives   Keith Fessenden     khfessenden@gmail.com 
Website/Membership   Troy Scotter      troyscotter@gmail.com 
Conservation/Preservation Troy Scotter      troyscotter@gmail.com 

Documentation    Leigh Grench        lggrench@yahoo.com 
Education      John McHugh      jjmchugh72164@comcast.net 
Research         Darlene Koerner     timdar@ubtanet.com 
Field Trips      Wanda Gayle      wgayle@sisna.com 
Symposium Chair    Connie Bridge      5bridges@xmission.com   
Publications Editor   Dennis DeVore     ddv48@mac.com 
Vestiges Editor    Ben Everitt      rockdoc@xmission.com 
Board Nominations   Werner Duecker     wdeck.wd@gmail.com 

 
URARA Conservation Coordinators 
BLM District  Field Office  Coordinator          Email  

Coordinator Lead      Diana Acerson dace1950@gmail.com 

Canyon Counry    Moab   Pam & Quent Baker   2pnqbaker@gmail.com     
Canyon Country      Monticello  Werner Duecker    wdeck.wd@gmail.com   
          Carol Duecker     dueckercm@gmail.com   
Paria River     Kanab   Jeff Frey      condor@kanab.net 
Color Country          Cedar City   Gina Hupka     redrockgina@infowest.com  
Color Country          St. George  Nina Bowen     ninadbowen@gmail.com  
Color Country          Richfield   Jeff Roberts      jeffroberts@cut.net 
Green River          Vernal   Tim Sweeney     dryforktim@gmail.com 
          Darlene Koerner    timdar@ubtanet.com 
Green River          Price    Layne Miller     laynemiller@yahoo.com  
West Desert          Fillmore   Paula Quay      paulaquay@ymail.com 
West Desert          Salt Lake   Steve Acerson      whiteh20rockart@gmail.com 
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